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Intermittent aerial observations of 405 radiocollared wolves from November 1968 through
March 1989 showed the following percentages of activity: sleeping, 34%; resting, 31%;

traveling, 28%, feeding, 6%; other, 2%.
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Little quantified information has been
published about the activity of wolves (Ca-
nis lupus) relative to time of day or season.
Mech (1977) described the proportion of
time one pack of Minnesota wolves spent
in various types of daytime activities in win-
ter during a 5-year period. Peterson et al.
(1984) did the same for seven packs in Alas-
ka during five winters.

METHODS

In the present study I summarize results of
11,137 observations of 405 wolves from ca. 30
northeastern Minnesota packs from 1 November
1968 through March 1989. The wolves and their
packmates were livetrapped, anesthetized, ra-
diocollared, and aerially radiotracked and ob-
served from one to several times per week in the
Superior National Forest of northeastern Min-
nesota (Mech, 1974). Although some wolves were
alone during part or all of their study tenure,
most were members of packs of from two to 17
individuals (Mech, 1986). Observations per ra-
diocollared wolf ranged from 1 to 457, and study
tenures varied from one to 11 winters per radio-
collared wolf. Mean number of radiocollared
wolves observed each winter was 22 (range, 5-
36). Total radiocollared wolf-winters of data were
464 (one wolf-winter equals one radiocollared
wolf studied for one winter). Because individual
members of wolf packs usually were acting in
concert, the proportions of activity described be-
low also generally apply to noncollared pack-
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mates as well (usually it was not possible to dis-
tinguish radiocollared from noncollared wolves
from the air).

RESULTS AND DiscuUssION

Following are the percentages of time the
wolves were observed at various activities:
sleeping, 34%; resting (awake but lying or
sitting), 31%; traveling, 28%; feeding, 6%;
other (e.g., chasing prey, courting, fighting),
2%. These results indicate that during win-
ter wolves in northeastern Minnesota gen-
erally were active during the day, but that
they spent much of their time resting or
sleeping. This conclusion supports the find-
ings of Mech (1966) and Peterson (1977) on
Isle Royale and Peterson et al. (1984) in
Alaska who found: sleeping, 15%; resting,
24%; traveling, 50%; and feeding, not re-
ported. Whether wolf-activity patterns dif-
fer at night or during summer must await
application of more refined methods of study
(Kunkel et al., 1991).
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