
Wo l ves are shy and generally avoid humans.
Most people will never see a wo l f, let alone

h ave a conflict with one. Wo l ves can, howeve r,
lose their fear of humans through habituat i o n
and may appro a ch camping are a s, homes or
h u m a n s. When this happens, there is an incre a s e d
possibility for conflict between wo l ves and
h u m a n s.

B e l ow are guidelines that you can fo l l ow to
d e c rease the chance of wo l f h a b i t u ation and
c o n flict while living and visiting wo l f c o u n t ry. 

L iving in wo l f c o u n t ry :

■ Do not feed wo l ve s.
■Feed all pets indoors; leave no food outdoors.
■Dispose of all food and garbage in cans with

s e c u re lids.
■ Do not feed wildlife: attracting any prey 

animal may attract wo l ve s.
■ Hang suet feeders at least 7 feet above the

surface of the ground or snow.
■Don’t leave pets unattended outside: 

dogs and cats are easy targets for wolves.
■ I f pets must be unattended in the ya rd, 

k e ep them in a kennel with a secure top.
■Install motion sensor lights, as they may 

help keep wo l ves aw ay.

Raising livestock in wo l f c o u n t ry :

A printable bro ch u re on wo l f d ep re d ation on
l i vestock can be obtained fro m the Wi s c o n s i n
D epartment of N atural Re s o u rces at
h t t p : / / w w w. d n r. s t at e. w i . u s / o rg / l a n d / e r /
m a m m a l s / wo l f / wo l ve s i n f a rm s. h t m

Camping in wo l f c o u n t ry :

■Cook, wash dishes and store food aw ay 
f rom sleeping are a s.

■Pack out or dispose of garbage and 
leftover food properly.

■Suspend food, toiletries and garbage 
out of reach of any wildlife.

■Ke ep pets near you at all times.
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Watching wo l ves in wo l f c o u n t ry :

While seeing a wo l f is a memorable ex p e r i e n c e,
like any other wild animal, you should use
caution when they are close. Ke ep the fo l l ow i n g
things in mind while you are viewing them:

■ Do not feed wo l ve s.
■ Do not entice wo l ves to come closer.
■ Do not appro a ch wo l ve s.
■ L e ave room for a wo l f to escape.
■Do not allow a wo l f to appro a ch any 

closer than 300 feet.1

A g gre s s ive or fearless wo l ves 
in wo l f c o u n t ry :

I f a wo l f acts aggre s s i vely (growls or snarls) 
or fearlessly (appro a ches humans at a close
distance without fear) take the fo l l owing actions:1

■ Raise your arms and wave them in the air 
to make yo u rs e l f look larg e r.

■ Back aw ay slowly; do not turn your 
back on the wo l f.

■ Make noise and throw objects at the wo l f.
1 Recommended by BC Pa rk s, British Columbia, Canada

Re p o rt fearless or ag gre s s ive wo l ves to a 
local gove rnment off i c e :

A r i zona and New Mexico:
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 8 8 - 4 5 9 - 9 6 5 3

M i c h i g a n :
D epartment of N atural Re s o u rc e s
We s t e rn Upper Pe n n i n s u l a. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 0 6 - 8 7 5 - 6 6 2 2
E a s t e rn Upper Pe n n i n s u l a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9 0 6 - 2 9 3 - 5 1 3 1

Minnesota: 
D epartment of N atural Re s o u rc e s. . . . . . . . . . . . 8 8 8 - 6 4 6 - 6 3 6 7

Montana, Idaho, Wyoming 
and surrounding states: 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 8 8 - 2 6 4 - 0 1 0 3

Wi s c o n s i n :
D epartment of N atural Re s o u rc e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .715-762-4684 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ext 107

Please call only to report fearless or aggre s s i ve
wo l ve s.

Reality of Wo l f Attacks 
in North America

It is important to keep wo l f attacks in pers p e c t i ve.
Most wo l ves are not dangerous to humans and
t h e re is a gre ater chance of being killed by
l i g h t n i n g, bee sting or car collision with a deer
than being injured by a wo l f.  The injuries that
h ave occurred we re caused by a few wo l ves that
became fearless of humans due to habituat i o n .
N o n e t h e l e s s, like bears and couga rs, wo l ves are
i n s t i n c t i ve pre d at o rs that should be kept wild and
re s p e c t e d .
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