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Biology 1476: Wolf Ethology







   July 25-30, 2015
Welcome!


Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the information featured on this website. Itineraries are based on our best information at this time. Circumstances beyond our control may require us to adjust itineraries or other details. We regret any inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your understanding. 

Registration

Registration is completely online via the “Register Now” button on the page for this program. Please register in advance. We are unable to accommodate "walk in" registrations.
You will receive a confirmation email with important details and documents.  To ensure participation in the program please submit the Educational Program Registration and Liability Form at least two weeks prior to the program to:

International Wolf Center

or via email to curator@wolf.org


Biology 1476: Wolf Ethology

1396 Highway 169


Ely, MN 55731
Cancellation Policy

In some cases, the Center may be required to cancel a program if conditions arise that are beyond our control and adversely affects the well being of the trip members such as a natural disaster. We also have minimum numbers of participants required to conduct each program. If the minimum is not met, the program may be cancelled and notice given to existing registrants. In such a case, a full refund of the program registration cost is given.
The Center recognizes that there are times when participant cancellations become necessary. The following is our program cancellation policy:
· All cancellations are subject to a $50.00 processing fee. This is in addition to the following conditions:

· No refund of full program fee will be issued if cancellation is made within 14 days of program start.

· Cancellations made between 30 and 15 days will receive refund of payment minus deposit or will receive full credit toward a comparable program. 

· Cancellations made 31 or more days before the start of the program will receive refund of payment and deposit.

The Center is unable to provide special arrangements for persons physically unable to participate in the planned activities for this specific program.  However, participants may choose not to attend those activities.

The International Wolf Center regrets that it cannot make exceptions to the refund policy. If you think there is a chance that you will need to cancel, we recommend acquiring trip insurance from a commercial source. Trip insurance can help protect you against financial loss if you must cancel or interrupt your trip.

The Center reserves the right to cancel any program if conditions arise that is beyond its control and adversely affects the well- being of the program participants. In such a case, a full refund of the payment received is given, but the Center is not responsible for additional expenses incurred by participants in preparing for the program including flights and other travel expenses.

The Center acts in the capacity of agent only in matters of transportation and program operation. We are not responsible for delays, inconveniences, accidents, expense or mishap of any kind whatsoever resulting entirely, or in part, from the negligence of others or from causes beyond its control. It accepts no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other causes. All such losses or expenses will have to be borne by the participant, as program rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. The right is reserved to substitute accommodations or modes of transportation and to make any changes in the itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by changes in schedules. The Center takes no responsibility for special arrangements or problems incurred by persons physically unable to participate in the planned activities. No refund can be made for absence from the program unless arrangements are made at the time of the booking. The right is reserved to decline, to accept or to retain any person as a participant for any reason which affects the operation of the program or the rights and welfare or enjoyment of the other participants.

Again, the Center strongly recommends purchasing trip insurance.
Lodging & Meals

If you need lodging near the Duluth airport before or after the program, call EconoLodge (4197 Haines Road) at 800-922-0569.

During the program you will be lodging at Vermilion’s Outdoor Learning Center on Fall Lake. Accommodations are based on double occupancy with 2 -3 people per cabin.  Linens, pillows and blankets are provided, but please bring your own towels.  If you have a preference for roommates, please note this on your health/food forms.  Sorry, there is no private room option, if you prefer a private room, choose the no lodging registration option and make direct arrangements with your preferred lodging.  We cannot accommodate extra rooms either before or after our program.  We suggest you make arrangements with one of the local establishments that can be found on the Chambers Web site at www.ely.org.   Pets are not allowed in shared lodging. If you need to board your pet during the program, the Ely Vet Clinic offers boarding. You can reach the Ely Vet Clinic at 218-365-5911.
Early Arrivals
There are no early check-in opportunities at Outdoor Learning Center. Keys will be distributed during the program introduction at the Center. If you arrive early, you may want to visit the town of Ely. You will find Ely has many unique opportunities for shopping and dining. If you want more information on what Ely has to offer, call the Ely Chamber of Commerce at 800-777-7281, or visit their Web site at Ely Chamber of Commerce.

Breakfasts are on your own.  Cabins at the OLC have a microwave, fridge and coffee pot for you use.  Lunches will be at the Center or in the field. Participants will receive "Chamber Bucks", a voucher system to be used at most Ely dining facilities to allow for a more unique experience for the evening meals. Carpool opportunities will be available for those participants without a vehicle. 

Please indicate any special dietary needs, food allergies, and/or other food preferences on the information form. Food preferences will be accommodated if requested food items are available from local stores.
 Emergency Numbers
International Wolf Center:
            800-359-9653, ext. 122 (Monday - Friday)
            800-359-9653, ext. 134 or ext. 130 (Saturday, Sunday)

Transportation

Participants are responsible for their own transportation to Ely. Delta and Allegiant Airlines serves the Duluth International Airport (DLH) located approximately 115 miles southeast of Ely.  Emails with participant contact information will be sent one month prior to the program start date to allow for possible car-pooling opportunities.

Car rental services available at the Duluth Airport:
Avis             218-727-7233
Budget         218-727-7685
Hertz           218-722-7418      
Vanguard/Alamo/National   218-727-7486      

Ely Cab        218-349-1383    
 
Weather
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     Annual temperatures for Ely, MN:
Having the proper equipment for outdoor activities can make the difference between a fun family adventure and an uncomfortable slog in the woods.

The layered use of garments for protection against the wind, rain, sun, and temperature extremes are the goals of your clothing choices. Loose fitting layers allow you to maintain a comfortable and dry body by having flexibility in insulation as outside temperatures change and as your own body’s temperature and moisture output changes with different levels of exertion.
Image courtesy of www.weather.com
Suggested packing list for any season:

· Camera, Tripod and associated gear

· Warm socks (wool, not cotton) 
· Long pants, long sleeved shirts
· Rain gear (doubles as wind breaker)

· Sturdy shoes or boots for hiking 

· Hat 

· Pants to hike comfortably in

· Shirts and other layers

· Warm fleece jacket or sweater 

· Sleepwear

· Sunglasses 

· Water bottle, leak-proof 

· Day pack or fanny pack (large enough to carry water and a snack) 

· Insect repellent 

· Journal or notebook 

· Writing utensils 

· Toiletries 

· Travel alarm clock 

· A change of clothes 

· Snacks – some snacks are provided however, if you have a favorite or particular taste, it is best to pack your own
Program Highlights

This course covers the basic principles of wolf behavior including: behavioral development, stimuli and communication, motivation, learned versus instinctual behavior, social organization, and the adaptability and evolution of behavior.  Emphasis will be placed on video observations of wild wolf behavior, research of existing ethograms and hands-on activities including time spent observing and recording behavioral data of the Center’s ambassador wolves.  Two college credits will be awarded from Vermilion Community College with the successful completion of this course.

· Must be 18 years of age and older to participate in this course 

· Registrants receive undergraduate credit as part of the weeklong program.

· Lecture sessions include: principles of Ethology, stimuli and behavioral motivation, wolf social behavior, stages of pup behavioral development. 

· On-site observation of Center’s ambassador wolves with video enhancements of significant events in the Center’s captive management history.

· Field sessions to investigate local wolf territories
Program lectures may be held indoors as well as outdoors. If indoors, the lectures will be held in the International Wolf Center classroom or wolf exhibit observation windows. For lectures outdoors, participants may be hiking distances averaging 1 - 3 miles in the Superior National Forest. Program participants may have access to the wolf yard for Behind the Scenes programs but will not go directly in with the wolves. Minnesota temperatures can vary, and it is best to prepare for the extremes. The average high for Ely in July is usually 70° - 80° but can have low temperatures near 40° and high temperatures in the upper 80's. Pack clothes that you don't mind getting dirty or even torn. You will be spending time in the field, around blow down trees, rocks, and logs. All linens will be provided for lodging, but you must provide your own towels.  For the first night, participants will stay in the carpeted riser in the Center’s Auditorium adjacent to the Wolf Viewing area allowing for first hand viewing of the ambassador wolves.  Sleeping bags and camp pillows will be provided, but for your comfort, you may want to bring your own gear including air mattresses.  On Sunday, July 25th, participants will move into the Outdoor Learning Center cabins by noon.  If you chose not to stay at the Center on the first night, it is up to the individual participant to seek alternative accommodations.  If you chose to stay off-site for the entire program, register for the program without lodging.

College Credits
Credit options: All participants in this seminar will earn two undergraduate biology credits from Vermilion Community College as part of the program registration fee.  All assignments will be built into the weekly schedule to allow participants to complete a majority of the academic portion of the course during the week.

Please print the following Educational Program Registration and Liability Form (page 8) and return to the International Wolf Center.

Program itinerary
This itinerary may be adjusted depending upon weather conditions or special opportunities that may arise.
Saturday July 25
· 5 pm - Meet at International Wolf Center Observation Windows

· 5:30 pm – Itinerary review – Highlights of the Ambassador Wolves
· 6:00 pm – Dinner at Center

· 7:00 pm- Back to the Center for What’s for Dinner Program 
· 8:30 pm – Overnight at Center Auditorium.  Sleeping bags and camp pillows will be provided, but for your comfort, you may want to bring your own gear including air mattresses. Participants may make off-site arrangements for this night, but must notify us in advance if you are staying offsite or if you would like gear provided

Sunday July 26
· 8: 00 am – Breakfast on your own
· 9:00 a.m. – Behind the Scenes Program 

· 10 am - Noon - Lecture Principles of Ethology - Stimuli and Behavioral Motivation 

· Noon – Enclosure Enrichment – Observation and data recording

· 12:30 pm – Lunch on site
· 1:00 pm – Check in at OLC
· 2 pm - 4 pm - Introduction to Ethogram - Behavioral Codes

· 5 pm - Dinner on own with Chamber Bucks

· 7 pm Video Comparison – Part I - Arctic Wolves and one hour observation of captive wolves using Ethogram and HP computers
Monday, July 27
· 7: 00 am – Breakfast on your own
· 8:15 a.m. – Observe Wolf Care – Bleachers
· 10:00 am - Noon - Lecture Wolf Social Behavior, Predation and Predator/Prey Relationships, Pack Territory Mapping Exercise

· Noon – Enclosure Enrichment – Observation and data recording
· 12:30 pm – Lunch on site

· 1:30 - 5 pm - Radio Telemetry Field Session (VCC Vans)

· 5 pm - Dinner on own with Chamber Bucks

· 7 pm - Video Comparison – Part II -Yellowstone wolves and one hour observation of captive wolves using Ethogram and HP computers

Tuesday, July 28
· 7: 00 am – Breakfast on your own
· 8:15 a.m. – Observe Wolf Care – Bleachers
· 10:00 am - Noon - Wolf Reproduction, Stages of Pup Development

· Noon - Enclosure Enrichment – Observation and data recording

· 12:30 pm – Lunch on site

· 1:30 - 5 pm - Wolf Territory Field Trip (VCC Vans)

· 5 pm - Dinner on own with Chamber Bucks

· 9 pm Howling trip - Superior National Forest (VCC Vans)

Wednesday, July 29
· 7: 00 am – Breakfast on your own
· 8:15 a.m. – Observe Wolf Care – Bleachers
· 10:00 am – Isle Royale – 5 decades of Research data 
Discussion on behavioral comparison of Captive, Arctic, Yellowstone, Isle Royale Behaviors

· Noon - Enclosure Enrichment – Observation and data recording

· 12:30 pm – Lunch on site

· 1:30 - 5 pm - Wolf Behavior and Implications on Wild Wolf Management

· 5 pm - Dinner on own with Chamber Bucks

· 7 pm – 10 pm- Behavioral Data Collection at IWC (Reserve Auditorium)

Thursday, July 30
· 8: 00 am – Breakfast on Own – Pack up and bring cabin keys to center by 10 am
· 10:00 am – Data Analysis of weeks observations 

· Noon -Program Ends - Lunch on your own

Educational Program Registration and Liability Form

Please fill out a form for each program participant

Program name:________________________________________   Program date(s):__________________________

Name of participant:________________________________________ Age:______________  Gender:___________
If under 18, Parent/Guardian name:________________________________________________________________

How to contact parent/guardian if necessary during the program:
______________________________________   
Please list an Alternative Emergency Contact:______________________________ Phone:____________________
Participant’s Home Address:_______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:________________________________________________ Home Phone: _____________________

Does the participant have any dietary needs or food allergies? _________________________________________

Is the participant allergic to bee stings or insect bites?_________________________________________________

Does the participant have any medical conditions or allergies we should be aware of?_____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is the participant currently on medication?
__________________________________________________________

Explain:__________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Immunizations: ___________________________________________________________________________
Health Insurance Company:_________________________________ Policy Number:_________________________

Family Physician:_____________________________________________ Phone:______________________________

I give permission for the aforementioned participant to attend the International Wolf Center's educational program on the day indicated above.  I understand that they will be supervised by an International Wolf Center staff member, and given risks inherent in any type of indoor or outdoor program including program transport, the International Wolf Center is to be held harmless.  The program may include both indoor and outdoor activities, for which I will prepare the participant.  I also give permission for necessary emergency medical care to be given to the participant at an appropriate medical facility.  For a participant under the age of 18, I understand I need to pick up them up at the Guest Services Desk.

Signature:_______________________________________________________   Date:_______________________

(Parent or Guardian if under 18)

I give permission to the International Wolf Center to use photos or other media of this participant for promotional use.
Signature:_______________________________________________________   Date:_______________________

(Parent or Guardian if under 18)

